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Disclaimer

The goal of this background guide is to present an intentionally biased report on the Korean War from
the point of view of South Korea and her allies. The intent of this document is to prepare delegates for

the mindset they must adopt to ensure an accurate, exciting simulation.

Background

North - South Relations

From the late 19" century to the Second World War, Japan was the overlord of Korea, occupying her in
1895, and then annexing her in 1910. When the Allies held the Cairo Conference in 1943 to discuss
their position against Japan, they all agreed that "in due course Korea shall become free and
independent"; however, when the war was over, instead of reinstating the exiled Korean government
which had been banished to China, they divided the subcontinent of our great nation between the
United States and the USSR at the Potsdam Conference in the summer of 1945. For three years, the US
controlled the Republic of Korea, occupying her as the Soviets do North Korea, but our people, after
thirty-five years of foreign control, wanted independence, and we rebelled against our American friends.
It was our current President Syngman Rhee who pushed the Americans to accept the fact that it was
time for Korea to control herself. Under order from the UN, the Americans helped us to hold elections
for an “anti-communist” government, won by our distinguished President Rhee and his Representative
Democratic Council. Our President and his government undertook the task of giving Korea her first
constitution and ridding her of her Communist infection. For the two years after our elections,
President Rhee succeeded in purging almost all Communists in our nation’s political sphere, exiling
them to the North. During these same two years, tension built between Korea and her northern
neighbour, lead by Communist Kim-II Sung, resulting in recurring raids by the Soviets into our
territory. This culminated three years ago with the Communist action that sparked the war we find

ourselves in.



The Outbreak of War

As you no doubt know, the war that the glorious Republic of Korea finds herself in now was initiated by
Communist North Korean forces on the 25" of June, 1950. As we know it, their motivation was, and
still is, simple: they wish to unite Korea under Communist rule. Claiming that our forces had crossed
the 38™ parallel, they invaded, stating their purpose to arrest and execute our President, Syngman Rhee.
Although it shames us to say it now, we were woefully unprepared for such an assault. Their assault
forces outnumbered us 230,000 to less than 100,000, and while we had only 22 planes and no tanks nor
artillery to speak of, they moved in with almost 300 tanks, 200 artillery pieces and near 350 fighters and

bombers.

1950: Attack and Counter - Attack

A general strategic retreat took place; by August, we had lost all of our territory save the borders of
Pusan. But our allies, the United States and member nations of the UN, who are part of this war
council, came to our support. With their help, we held the Pusan Perimeter, and on July 6™, 1950,
General McArthur led our combined forces to victory in the Battle of Incheon. Building on this,
McArthur led the join Korea-UN counter-offensive that pushed the North Koreans back to their far
borders by early October, 1950. While some wanted to cross their northern border into China to attack
at Chinese supply lines that were aiding the Communists, we did not want to force China into the

conflict.

China Enters

Nevertheless, on the 8" of October, China’s People’s “Volunteer” Army declared what they called the
“War to Resist America and Aid Korea”, and travelling by night as to avoid detection by our recon
planes during the day, they moved into position to engage. While some of our allies thought Chinese

intervention highly unlikely, the events of November 1%, 1950 proved them wrong. Their three-pronged



attack drove us back from their borders, and pushed us back using their surprisingly successful
encirclement strategy, by which they repulsed us without any tanks or artillery. By November, the
Chinese had pushed us back nearly to the 38" parallel; by January, they had taken Seoul. In February,
President Truman replaced General McArthur with General Ridgeway, who led successful counter-
attacks, which pushed the Chinese back past the 38" parallel and regained “Line Kansas”, along with our
honour. This is where we sit now. After a year of war, the current border between our forces extends
above the 38" parallel. Some factions want to stop the war, while others think there is still something for
them to gain. Negotiations are now beginning at Kaesong, the historical capital of Korea, and you are

one of the representatives.

Negotiations

What complicates the negotiations with the Communists is the fact that we are bargaining with three

distinct parties. .

the



