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TOPIC A: Stabilization of Chad
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The population distribution in Chad is extremely erratic, rightly so, ranging from
the parched North to the fertile Soutinderstandablythe hostile desert region ithe
North is scarcely populated, wheraesarly half of the population lives in the southern
fifth of its territory. To complicatehe situatiorfurther, around 7 of the population
lives in therural areasleavingthe capitalthe axiom of politicapoweras well as
economic activiiesome under the control of an extreme féor the unfortunate many
thathave to survive in what has bfemeén coined
shortages and more importantiyater shortagethreaten their everyday existence

Economyof Chad
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Arentier stateis n e ¢ 0 n ogavgivesfs]sabstantial amounts of oil revenues
from the outsi de 3wThe statkypically bacomes upnactoantablét@ s i s 0
their citizensand is claracteristic ofautocratic regiméWith regards to governmental as
well as economic structure, Chad is increasingly showing similar qualities. Certainly,
without oil, Chad, or at | east itds citizens
the gret expectations that followed immediately after oil exploration in 2008 iniakly
been replaced bgynicismas well as increased violen¢tublished in 1996he Rentier
State In Africaby Yatesargueghatshoulda rentier state mentaligevelop thenfuture
progress will be stymied sentiment that has been shared by Chadli Bendjedid
(President of Algeria 1972 9 9 2 ) . Much of Chadli 6w refor ms w
ultimatdy illustrated the dangers of a deeplytrenched rentier mentaligecause
budget expenditure was too rigidly dependant on the vicissitudes of oil, more often than
not, success or failure were determined by commaodity pritker tharpolicy efficacy.®

.. * Cotortchad was once an economic powerhouse
in Chad. Protected by Cotton Pri8&bilization
Board from the sudden fluctuations of prices,
Cotortchad solely, waat one pointesponsible
for 40% per centFacedfwiththadbés e
(cotton market) recession in 192993 and the
subsequent abolishment of the CPSC, economic
difficulties have led to discussion of
nationalizatiort. Efforts to help this ailing company have been financed by France, the
Netherland€uropean Economic Community (EC), and the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD

In terms of statistis,Chad is one of the poorest countries in the world. With an
atrocious GDP of approximately $14Zhad ranks 151 out of 174rhrough more
conventionaktandardsChad fares slightly better (World Bank and Cia Factbook both
agree orl25/19Q suggesting hat Chadds superficially high C
Chadians in any way. In fact, living conditions have seemingly deterioatexburse,
GDP measurements are oftentimes an inaccurate measurement, but HPI (Human Poverty
Index)resultscorroborate the sagngnominious statisticiAb out 58 % of Chadi an
have access to improved water supplies, while over 80% live in ppeartying an
average of 3 dollars a day’ With such atrocious conditions, no doubt, the situation
would be greatly exasperateg & sudden influx of refugees.

The exportation of Crude oil has taken on new significance in the past 6 years.
According to the Energy Information Administration report on the oil extraction has had
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3http://books.google.ca/books?id=S34RH2cRCcC&pg=PA161&Ipg=PA161&dqg=is+chad+a+rentier+state
&source=bl&ots=6gbW1tBI506&sig=5apJT3t2sEqt5SWFGYMqbp7lggj8&hl=en&ei=bgmXSpvmKonUsQP
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on Chad, in 2003 al one, ClV4apedictionsanticipabechy gr e w
a 39.5% percent growthOf particular importance is the Ch&@ameroon oil pipeline
(4.2 billions dollars). Funded by the World Bank, tBiscon-Mobil led oil consortium

i r oni c atohegp deveopikgmatiéins dig theiawout of poverty and avoid
corruptiord through transparendéy As the largest private sector investment-Sataran
Africa, this pipelinesymbolizedthe collectivehopes of alleviatingoverty in African
countriesDespite having been completed a yearaahaf schedule (2003), Chad and
Cameroon were already lagging behind in terms of capacity building measures,
foreshadowing greater adversities. In 2006, the World Bank refused to lend further
assistance to the pipeline, after the Chadian governmeegedn its promises to
devote a percentage of its oil revenues to social speadohgaving resources for future
generations After an agreement from both parties, the bank lending was once again
resumedUnfortunately in March of 2007, the World Bank (léxy the World Bank
Group) conducted a study which quantified the impéthe project on surrounding
communities and livelihoodsgvealingthat nearly 1000 households have been drastically
crippled by the land los&’ In the meantime, ExxeNMobil reportal (in 2006) the single
largest annual profit by an American company in histds/crisesand criticism befell
this disastrously handled projettie World Bank finally withdrew support from the
project on Septembef"92008 citing that the Chadian govenent had failed to fulfill
many of theagreeduponrequirementsThe continuing operation of the pipeline has
enabled Chad to manipulate the reveragthey see fit.

Corruption:

A fear that has resonated and vociferously voiced by civil society Inaes ae.
Rather than use the profits from the oil to combat the rampant poverty, the Chadian
government led byr@sident Idrisébyhas invested heavily into the military, whose
primary use has been to suppress political enemies. Concern was raisefhhgriten
civil society after the 25 million dollar bonus for signing the pipeline contract was
revealed to have been spent on military weapons as well as misappropriated to
government officials. Hundreds of millions have been set aside to fund buildatgs th
have never actually been built, leading to speculations that money is occasionally

" http://www.afrol.com/articles/15090

8 http://www.cfr.org/publication/10532/
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embezzled. Althougbébyhad agreed upon spending 80% of the oil revenues on
combating poverty, in reality, much less was spenDARyexperienced greater

pressure, hénally succumbed and agreed to spend 70% towards improving the lives of
Chadians through the paving of roads, building of school§ &tnfortunately, under the
pretense of instability after the 2006 BattleNdDjamenaDébyhas managed to+e

allocate tle budget so that the majority once goes towards the milt&yrthermore,
anotherattempt to overthrowdébyoccurred in 2008Both conflicts have resulted in the
ongoing hostility between Chad and Sudan.

Historical Information:

Chad formally becoma colony of France in 1920, and was finally granted
independence in 1960. Right from the beginning, corruption has been an intrinsic feature
of politics in Chad. The first instated president, Francois Tombalbaye dissolved and
banned opposition partiglealing to widespread discontent. Eventually, in 1965, a civil
war began. Disregarding the fact that Tombalbaye was overthrown and subsequently
killed in 1975, the rebels continued to fight, eventually conquering the capital. The
political ramifications for gch an irrational move was that the central government
coll apsed, undermining Francebs influence
vie for power, Libya began to involve itself in the civil war. Initially, supplying arms for
the Chadian soldiellsbya began to move troops into Ch&dhen Libyantroops
successfully occupied northern Chaaatl the intentions for a merger between Libya and
Chad werereveale@ hadés response was an unheard of
Libya, ar med wi t Ims,the Ohadiartfacesrdeoaephe Libyan army out.
Unexpectedly, relations improved dramatically as the Libyan government publicly
recognized the war as a mistake, followed by the recognition and support of political
leaders.

In an importantievelopment,ite Saif allslam Muammar aGaddafiled Gaddafi
International Foundation for Charitable Associations and Development, writing in the
Oya newspaper, detailed its intentions to tesetfugees from Chad in Liby& This
would almost immediately help allate the strain on resources, as Libgradian
relations have improved to the point where Libya may prove to be a solution for the crisis
currently befalling Chad

Hisséne Habré&he French supported president, also relied on violence and
corruption to ledimize his rule.The 1992 Truth Commission of the Chadian Justice
Minister, estimates that approximately 40,000 people were kilfebo this day,
resentment towards dictatorships remains very strong and justified, as thousands of
Habrés victims still awit justice® Habréwas overthrown by his genetdriss Débyin

" Wworld Bank, Govt. of Chad Sign Memorandum of Understanding on Poverty Redwhiold Bank.
2 hitp://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/12/24/40578375.pdf

13 http://www.int.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=85&art_id=nw2009080922585829599
4 es crimes et détournements de-Rnésident Habré et de ses compli€@smmission d'Enquéte
Nationale du Ministére Tchadien de la Justice, pp. 69, 97. or (Amnesty Interndithmed: The Habré
Legacy," 2001)

15 hitp://www.hrw.org/en/node/11642/section/4
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1990.Débyinitially introduced a series of brilliant reforms that brought about a
temporary peace. He permitted the once banned partiegetaaepolitics as well as
guelled the discontetietween the rebel groups. A new constitution was hastily written
and adopted through referendum. Because of his effective transition towards a semi
democracyPébywon first in 1996 and later in 2001. Unfortunately, his desire to hold
onto power resultedhian uproar among the international community. In 2006, he
successfully modified the constitution to enable him to run for the third time, which he
also won.That same year, an attempt to overthid@byoccurred. Although the attempt
failed, a rattledébybegan to reconsolidate power by strengthening the army.

With the agreement that allowed Exxbtobil (An American Company), the
relationship between France and Chad has slightly deteriorated. Nevertheless, during the
attempted coup of 200éhd 2008 France provided Chad with 1000 troops as well as
intelligence ontherebel.r ance i s Chadoés mpsrabignificany exporter
portion of CotontchadAll differences aside, France is salniablywelcomed by Chad

Crisis in Chad

Sudan has been a perpetual state

of turmoil. Its second civil war

lasted from 1982005 and is still

in many regards ongoing. Darfur is

theclearly theroot exacerbatiorof

Chaddés humanitarian crisis.

Certainly, conditions in Chad

before were not ideddefore. With

the Janjawee militia wreaking

havoc and committing genocid®ajllions of people have been displac@dhese refugees
have almost entirely sought refuge in nearby Chad. With the signing of the peace
agreement on May'52006, temporary peace was achieved rSafter, another rebel

group has emerged, renewing bloodshed. The fighting has been taking place along
Chaddés bor dlefraboutawydartecola niilleors refugees cut off from food aid
and in danger of starvatidiDescribed as théthe worst humaitarian and humarights

crisis in the world toddy Chad is extremelgusceptible of experiencing the same unrest
and bloodshed. Already, fighting has broken across the border and is taking place even
inside Chad®’ Although Chad and Sudan have reacheéace agreement, bandits still
prowl the borders, threatening both refugaedtheir aid suppliesTo combat the

problem of theft from both Chadian security forces and bandits, the UN has increasingly
had to hire locals as well as rely on warlords fartction'® With the new ban of

charcoal in Chad (99% of Chadians rely on charcoal for heat) as a means to comabat man
made global warming, public outrage is mountwdich analysts predict will result in
widespread violencE To complicate the situation fther, theCentral African Republic

18 hitp://www.strategypage.com/gnd/sudan/articles/20061011.aspx
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